


Historic New Albany estate - now for sale - resounds with original pipe organ 


By Steve CHAPLIN^^^ ^ H story oak-paneled entry from top to panied by what 
Special to the Courier-Journal bottom has become its centerpiece. of the largest p 

/ ■ Seventy years ago the Boston-built paper music roll 

Most homes sell based on their pipe organ was the rage of New Al- the nation, 
condition, with their history taking a bany’s upper class, as the town went Because thosi 
back seat to soundness, sight appeal through a period of rapid growth, brittle with time 
and cost. During the past three generations it the process of hi 

But when the right buyer is found has been a source of both solace and copied and then 
for Woodbine, the historic Arts and celebration for the family of its cur- original casings. 
Crafts-era home that dominates New rent owners, Ed Umbreit Sr. and his The organ’s ] 
Albany’s Silver Hills section, another wife, Patricia. releathered, anc 

element may close the suggested “It can bring tears to your eyes as that can access ( 

$785,000 deal — a pipe organ. you listen to it,” said Ed Umbreit, 46, paper-roll music 

Immigrant Anders Rasmussen, a whose grandfather Herman Umbreit disc — can be u 
former assistant gardener to the Dan- Sr., a federal meat inspector and to the original pa 
ish Court of Kings who became real-estate speculator and developer, Umbreit admil 
wealthy from the wholesale and retail bought the home in 1947. the home to son 

nursery and flower business he Just four years ago the organ was going projects th 

founded in New Albany in 1898, built the envy of visitors from across the “It’s like an 
the 4,700-square-foot home in 1920. ' nation who traveled to Louisville for ways, in that yoi 
Among its features are immaculate a convention of the Historic Organ ly get dofti,” 1 
original woodwork, vaulted ceilings. Society. The organ is not only note- right ribw/iife al 
hickory floors, verandas and French worthy since it still operates in its stored, but as fa 
doors. But the 1921 Estey 15 Rank & original setting, a fact historians say at any given time 
Harp pipe organ that spans the two- is rare, but also because it is accom- Just as the R 


than a half-century ago, the Umbreits 
for years have celebrated the home’s 
organ by entertaining friends ana 
family, inviting guests to come in and 
play seasonal music, on , the organ 
during holidays. . , , , 

None of the Uinbreifs itre accom¬ 
plished keyboardi^s, Ed Umbreit 
said, but they do. enjoy: listening; to/jjj 
the scores of cl^sicaU jiibces 
have been preserved on both the pa-', 
per rolls and on CD ' il ’tV 

Umbreit sai(d the main reason th,e’u? 
home and its five-acre estate»are be-i'\' 
ing sold is that the couple’s, son, Ei"' 
ward F. Umbreit Jr. 'is getting tnair- 
ried in the spring and leaving home'. ■ 

He said he hopes ( Someone who 
likeSito entertain .wiJl.lmythe'Nation- 
al Register of Historic Places proper¬ 
ty, at 1800 Old Vincennes Road. 

He added; “I think it would be a 
wonderful place for someone who 
does have some children.” 


BY BRIAN BOHANNON, SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL 

Woodbine, built in 1920, features immaculate original woodwork, 
vaulted ceilings, hickory flpors^ .verandas -'- and a two-story pipe organ. 








